
What you should know about

    Will “Student Discipline” Find Out About
 My Ticket?
  The City of Champaign and City of Urbana po-
lice send records of all arrests involving students 
to the Offi ce for Student Confl ict Resolution, also 
known as “Student Discipline”. Therefore, no 
matter what happens to you in city court, you 
can expect to hear from that offi ce regarding the 
ticket.

If I Am Already on Court Supervision, Will a 
Finding of Guilt in a City Offense Case Affect 
Me?
 One of the standard conditions of court supervi-
sion is that you do not violate the laws of any ju-
risdiction.  That would include the cities of Cham-
paign and Urbana.  
 
If your city case goes to court, that becomes a 
matter of record, which is accessible.  A fi nding of 
guilt amounts to a violation of court supervision.  
If you have the option of paying your city ticket 
and avoiding going to court at all, it is much more 
likely that the event will not be noticed, and your 
court supervision is more likely to remain undis-
turbed.
 
What Else Might Occur if I Get a City Ticket?
 Often, during city offense arrests, the police will 
search you for a fake ID*.  If an ID is confi scated, 
whether or not you are ticketed for possession of 
a fake ID*, or even if a fake ID* is merely found 
in your possession, you can expect that you will 
have your license suspended for one year.  
 
Illinois law provides for a loss of your license for a 
minimum of one year if you are found in posses-
sion of a fake ID*.  This is true whether you are 
ticketed for possession of a fake ID* or not.  The 
police simply send an affi davit to the Secretary 
of State describing the circumstances.  Any hear-
ing would be at the Secretary of State’s offi ce in 
Springfi eld, and there are no plea bargains.
 
Also, if you simply ignore your city Ordinance 
Violation Ticket, and you do not appear for your 
court date, a warrant for your arrest will be is-
sued. 
 
  *  Under Illinois law, a “Fake ID” can be some-
      one else’s ID, an altered ID, or a created ID.
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    What Is a “City Ordinance 
       Violation Ticket”?
  A City Ordinance Violation Ticket is a violation of 
city laws, as opposed to State laws.  Just as states 
enact laws regulating the conduct and activities of 
people within their borders, city governments enact 
laws which regulate conduct and activities within the 
limits of that city.  
 
However, violations of city laws, unlike violations 
of state laws, are not criminal matters.  Since city 
offenses are not criminal matters, there can be no 
jail time given as a sentence for a violation of a city 
law.  City offenses are punishable by fi ne only, and 

the maximum allowable fi ne is $750.00.

 
Do I Have a Right to Challenge a City Or-
dinance Violation Ticket?
Yes.  You have a right to trial in a city offense mat-
ter.  However, since city offenses are not considered 
criminal violations of the law, certain constitutional 
protections are unavailable in city court, which 
would be available if you were charged with a viola-
tion of a state law.  
 
Most signifi cantly, the burden of proof required 
to prove your guilt is not the same as if you were 
charged with a criminal matter.  It does not have to 
be proven “beyond a reasonable doubt.”  
 
In city court, the city attorney only has to show that 
you are guilty by a “preponderance of the evidence.”  
That means, in order for you to be found guilty, the 
city attorney only has to show that it is more likely 
than not that you committed the offense (a 51% 
likelihood).  This is a very low standard that is often 

easy for the city attorney to meet.

What Should I Do if I Receive a City 
Ordinance Violation Ticket?
You should always come see Student Legal Service 
after receiving a city Ordinance Violation Ticket.  
Although the odds of winning a city offense trial 
are generally low, it can’t hurt to have an attorney 
review your case.  Occasionally, tickets are issued 
improperly, or you may have a legal defense which 
can be   asserted.  Also, in cases where students 
  are issued multiple tickets, our offi ce can possibly 
   get one or more of the charges dismissed.

What Can I Do if I Do Not Want a Trial?
 
In the City of Champaign, almost all city tickets 
can be paid by mail.  You are given 21 days from 
the date of the ticket to pay by mail.  On the 
ticket, there will be two different dates: the “pay 
by mail date” and the court date.  The “pay by 
mail date” is the fi nal day on which you can pay 
the fi ne by mail.  
 
After that date, you can no longer pay the ticket 
by mail and you will need to appear in court on 
the date listed on the ticket as your court date.  
You can still plead guilty at the court date, but 
you will have to pay court costs on top of the 
fi ne.  Court costs vary with the amount of the 
fi ne, but will be at least an additional $80.00 
AND a surcharge of a percentage of the fi ne, 
which varies based on the amount of the fi ne.    
 
In the City of Urbana, many city tickets, but not 
all, can be paid by mail.  If the ticket can be 
paid by mail, the ticket will include the price of 
the fi ne.  In Urbana, you have 14 days to pay 
the ticket after the date of issuance.  If it is not 
paid by the due date, you will need to appear in 
court.  
 
If your ticket is not payable through the mail, 
the ticket will indicate that your presence in 
court is necessary.  Even if you are required to 
appear in court, you will still only be facing a 
fi ne and court costs.  
 
You should make an appointment to discuss this 
with a Student Legal Service attorney.  Some-
times we may be able to arrange to avoid court 
on these once we fi nd out the reason it was not 
payable by mail.

In both cities, if the ticket is paid through the 
mail on time, you do not need to appear in 
court.  No entry is made into the court record 
and you save court costs.

Can I Do Community Service Instead of 
Paying a Fine?
 In the City of Champaign, you can sometimes 
elect to do community service instead of paying 
a fi ne, with the approval of the attorney and/or 
the judge.

There are several things to consider before 
choosing to do community service.  
 
First, instead of the minimum fi ne  of $320.00 (as 
of 7/1/2011), you will have to do up to 100 hours of 
community service.    
 
Second, you will only be given about 2 months to 
complete the public service work. Further, all the 
work must be done in Champaign County for Ur-
bana city ordinance violations and within the City of 
Champaign for Champaign city ordinance violations.   
 
If you fail to fi nish the community service on time, 
you can be ordered by the judge to pay the fi ne 
AND fi nish the community service. 
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